York Township
Recreation & Parks Board
               Minutes

        October 6, 2005
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

Members 
Present:
Ron Kirkwood, presiding, Rebecca Shettel, Rich Achtzehn,    Daniel Shelly, also Debra Hatley, Recreation Director       
Minutes &

Budget Report:
Approved as printed.  

Introduction of

Visitors:
Larry Jacobs, Jay Dimler, John Woltman from the York Township Athletic Association
Old Business:
Members of the York Township Athletic Association were at the meeting to discuss signage at the park.  There is a scoreboard at the Park which was donated by Coca Cola and therefore has advertising for Coca Cola.  It also has paid advertising on the back of the scoreboard.  They have recently placed another paid advertising board on the concession stand at McWilliams Field.  There is a York Township Ordinance that does not allow for this signage.  The men were at the meeting to ask the Recreation Commission to review a decision made at its September meeting to have the organization take down the signs.  
The members of the York Township Athletic Association says that the money they receive from this advertising provides them with much of the money needed to operate the team.  They did say that they would be willing to take the signs off of the concession stand.

The Recreation Department gives them $1,200 each year which provides some assistance in paying umpires.  They pay approximately $2,400 just for umpires.

Debra made a comment that she felt that some of the money could possibly be paid by the players.  The members of the York Township Athletic Association said the players would not be willing to do this.  

The members of the Athletic Association did point out the amount of work they do to keep the field in shape.  They also stated that the baseball team has been a part of the Township since 1969.  The men from this group felt that this should be taken into consideration.  They also pointed out their commitment to the Township.
Even if the Recreation Board decides that we are not in favor of the signage and choose not to go to the Commissioners on their behalf, they could still do this on their own. 

The members of the Recreation Board attending this meeting felt that all members of the Board should have input in this decision, so there will be a vote at the next Board Meeting.

The representatives also distributed a list of needed improvements for McWilliams Field for our consideration.  (See List of Improvements)
Staff Reports:
Debra distributed and discussed her September 2005 York Township Recreation and Parks Report.  (See Report)

`



Debra Hatley reported that she has had good response to fall programs so far.

Debra is working on a Youth Council.  It would include twenty one children.
Old Business:

Sage Hill Area Around Fitz Park – Columbia Gas would like (continued)

twenty feet on a right of way for sewer lines.  We were planning
to put trails on this area so it shouldn’t affect us in any way.  It was approved to allow Columbia Gas to do this.

Markey Property – The grant was submitted.  Debra distributed a copy of the grant for all to review.  Debra feels that we will probably receive $100,000.  We submitted the grant requesting $473,000.  We will not get notice until June, 2006.


Stump Property – Debra, Dean and Mark met with the Stumps.  They discussed twenty acres above the flood plain on the property.  The Stumps are now asking $32,000 an acre.  The Stumps would also like concession rights for the first five years.  Ron Kirkwood did not feel that this was an acceptable price.   Debra mentioned that there is no sewer or water there, so we would have to dig a well.  Debra did not feel that this property is a priority at this time based on what we are doing at the Markey property.  Debra feels that this is too much money for this property.  At one time, it was $20,000 an acre.  Also, with developers choosing the Traditional Neighborhood Development option, the township may receive large parcels of donated land that could be developed for recreational purposes.  The Board members agreed unanimously in favor of not proceeding with the purchase of the land.

New Business:
2006 Budget – Debra presented information on the 2006 budget.  Increased participation fees for the Playground Programs were discussed.  Debra is proposing a cost of $15.00 per week for a ten week program. ($150.00 per child)   This cost would include all field trips.  Debra also put in for a part-time Office Assistant.  (Twenty-five to thirty hours per week)

We have been giving money to the Dallastown Recreation Council each year.  We need to decide if we would like to continue doing this.

New Business:
2005 Capital Purchases

(continued)
Inflatable Screen System – Debra would like to purchase this so that she can continue to show movies in the park on a regular basis without having to rent this each time.  She feels that it could be a popular event for all ages.  She said the cost would be $14,000 and there is money in the 2005 Budget for her to get this.  Board members told her to check to see if she needs to get bids for this as the Township sometimes requires this to be done.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:27 p.m.
